
The Ontario Coalition Against Poverty fights 
for the rights of poor people using direct ac-
tion.  We bring the poor, unemployed and 
homeless together to defend one another 
and organize to fight back against the pow-
ers that attack the poor.  We are critical of 
symbolic gestures and protests, or negotiat-
ing without action.  Landlords, bosses, the 
police, government institutions, all have a 
stake in attacking those who live in poverty. 
When they attack, criminalize or steal from 
the poor, OCAP draws the line and confronts 
these institutions with disruption and public 
pressure.  The way we fight is different from 
most organizations, because we fight with 
dignity and strength in order to win, not sim-
ply to register our dissent.

THE RAISE  THE 
RATES CAMPAIGN:  

A BACKGROUNDER ON OCAP’S FIGHT TO 
RAISE WELFARE AND DISABILITY RATES

Every month in Ontario, hundreds of thousands 
of people receive welfare and ODSP checks that 
are far too small for them to pay the rent and eat 
properly.  The 21.6% that Mike Harris cut from wel-
fare checks in 1995 is now worth almost 40% today 
when inflation is included.  The paltry 3% raise given 
by the McGuinty government (About 15 bucks for a 
single person on OW) simply does not provide the 
necessary income that families need to feed them 
selves.  In response, OCAP began the Raise the 
Rates Campaign and is mobilizing people to force 
very penny we can out of the system and push the 
government to raise social assistance rates to a liv-
able amount.

There are 175,000 people a month going to food 
banks in Toronto. Children go to school every day 
without enough food in their stomachs.  Parents go 
hungry trying to juggle the demands of the landlord 
and the need to put groceries on the table.  For 
people who are on welfare or ODSP there was a 
little known fund called the Special Diet Allowance, 
that existed for minimal pay outs for special dietary 
needs.  There was up to $250/ month available for 
people and their children if a doctor, dietician or 
nurse practitioner said the need such assistance.  
OCAP decided that, since the government refuses 
to raise social assistance rates, we’d raise our own 
and everyone else’s.  We teamed up with some 
doctors and nurses who declared that malnutrition 
was a leading cause of poor health, and since pov-
erty is the reason for malnutrition of the 175 000 
social assistance recipients in the province, pov-
erty was declared a serious medical condition.  We 
held clinics all over the city, from Jane and Finch to 
Etobicoke, Regent Park to Davenport-Perth, where 
people would walk away with a promise of $250 ex-
tra a month on their check.  Across the province 
other anti-poverty organizations did the same.

GETTING HASSLED?
Call OCAP if you are being hassled by your boss or land 
lord, by immigration authorities cops or parks ambassa-
dors, or need assistance in fighting welfare or disability.  
Wanna mount a campaign against any issue that poor 
people face?  Bring it to us- we’ll see what we can do.

JOIN OCAP-
FIGHT TO WIN

If you think you might be interested in the way we 
fight back, think it’s time to stick it to your landlord, 
or would like to be involved in our organization, 
contact us.   We are always welcoming new mem-
bers to participate in the day to day work of the 
organization and our larger political campaigns.

telephone: 
416.925.6939

e-mail: ocap@tao.ca

OFFICE HOURS: 9-5, 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY

10  Britain St. 
Toronto, ON M5A 1R6

(One block South of 
Queen, Just west of 

Sherbourne)
....

www.ocap.ca
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(RAISE THE RATES CONT’D...)This went on for months, 
and as we caused a ruckus by signing up thousands 
of people for the extra $250, it became impossible 
for the provincial government to ignore that the rates 
were too low.  Minister Pupatello who’s in charge of 
setting OW and ODSP rates even admitted that no 
one on social assistance could survive at the current 
rates.  The extra $250 a month started costing the 
government too much, and since the government has 
no interest in sepnding money on poor people, Pupa-
tello’s office cut the special diet. 

JOIN THE RAISE THE RATES CAMPAIGN
Through demonstrations and occupations, crashing 
press conferences and lavish Liberal fundraising din-
ners, we have sent a message loud and clear to Pupa-
tello, McGuinty, and the rest of the Liberals:  You can’t 
keep people poor for so many years and not expect 
a fight. This is a long battle, but it can be won.  There 
are 760,000 of us in the province and we should not 
be ashamed.  If we join forces we will can win a 40% 
increase on our monthly checks, food for our families, 
and dignity for our communities.

OCAP ALSO WORKS ON 
OTHER ISSUES AFFECTING 
POOR PEOPLE IN ONTARIO  
Here’s a brief run-down on some of what we do.

HOUSING & TENANT RIGHTS
In Toronto thousands of people live in slum housing 
they can barely afford and thousands more survive 
on the streets, in squats, in the shelter system, under 
the bridges and in the city squares and parks.  OCAP 
provides anything we can to help people fight to keep  

what they have, to win 
improvements and to get 
better and more dignified 
housing.  In the past, this 
has meant taking issue 
with management at Metro 
Housing or with a landlord, 
so that stoves get fixed, 
buildings get fumigated 
and tenants need not live 
with constant harassment 
from their landlords.  It is a 
disgrace that governments 
refuse to create new af-
fordable housing, refuse 
to house thousands of people across the country and 
brutalize those left behind.  As the number of people on 
the streets persists through cold winters and hot sum-
mers, OCAP has taken over empty buildings in order to 
get what is necessary in the face of government indiffer-
ence and inaction.  88-90 Carlton, the Pope Squat, the 
Gatekeeper Squat and most recently 590 Jarvis are all 
buildings which OCAP has taken over in order to pro-
vide housing and shelter to those people without.

IMMIGRATION
Canada’s immigration system  proves to be inhumane 
and racist time and time again through the deportation 
of immigrants, separation of families, and rejection of 
application for status based on race, income, and coun-
try of origin.  OCAP believes that the issues faced by 
imigrants and refugees are issues of poverty.  OCAP 
Immigration is committed to the fight for Immigrant and 
Refugee rights, and does this by confronting the immi-
gration system on both a direct action casework level, 
and also through broad based campaigns.

WELFARE & ODSP
 Beyond the Raise the Rates campaign, OCAP has 
worked on issues facing welfare and odsp recipients 
for years.  We help people face their workers when 
they are getting cut off, when they are being paid less 
than they deserve.  Whether this means bringing 20 
people to pound on the doors of Metro Hall, or talking 
to a worker on the phone, we’re game.  In a world 
where people have fallen upon social assistance as 
their only means of survival, we fight with pride to 
ward off the bullies at the welfare office.

SOCIAL CLEANSING
In Toronto the city of wealth, the rich beat downtown 
into an unaffordable and hostile place.  OCAP has 
responded to the intimidation of people living on the 
street by fighting the charges brought against them by 
police, under the Safe Streets Act.  We oppose by-
laws that turn poor people into criminals simply for 
living and sleeping outside.  We stand up with street 
vendors so that the can use the means available to 
them to make a living.  We are sick of being pushed 
out of the cit and refuse to retreat.

TAXI DRIVERS
Taxi Drivers in the city of Toronto have come together 
to fight back against the anti-driver, anti-immigrant 
worker policies and laws that regulate their workplace 
and create an immigrant job ghetto. The Toronto Coa-
lition of Concerned Taxi Drivers is made up of inde-
pendent drivers, Taxi Post, On-time Taxi, The Taxi As-
sociation of Toronto, and the Ontario Coalition Against 
Poverty.

The Coalition’s goal is to put an end to the harass-
ment of taxi drivers including police targeting of cabs, 
random checks, and excessive ticketing. Drivers face 
menacing work conditions and harassment by the city 
and police. Drivers work 12 hours a day, 7 days a week 
and hardly make minimum wage because the city has 
been able to gouge drivers of any real income. 

The coalition hosts monthly socials for drivers to con-
verge and discuss the problems they face, and also 
provides a legal defense fund for taxi drivers who are 
facing charges and fines.


